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Instructions to officiants 
• The divine service (from opening prayer to closing hymn) should not be longer than 30 minutes. No 

call-ups. The slide containing the message must be shown till the end of the service. 
• Then follows a bible study/discussion for not longer than 30 minutes. Members must be 

encouraged to bring their Bibles and Catechisms with. The Bible study service must always be 
announced on the Sunday before. 

• The officiant can appoint an priestly minister to facilitate the Bible study/discussion session. The 
facilitator can intermingle and interact with the members away from the altar. 

• Members must be appointed to read the Bible passages (other members can read along), and 
should also be free to give their views on the questions and/or discussion points. Members should 
feel comfortable to express their views and participate. The objective is for ALL members to engage 
with the Bible and Catechism, and attain a deeper understanding of their faith. This must be a 
shared experience. 

• Bible reading and discussion must be done in a controlled and dignified manner. If a question is 
raised which is unknown, or problematic, just answer “I don’t know” (and that it will be referred to 
the Bishop or Apostle where necessary), and bring attention back to the focus of the study session.  

• After members shared their views, the facilitator should explain the official viewpoint of the church. 
• At all times the facilitator and/or ministers must give the viewpoint of the church, and not their 

own, and so potentially bring the church into disrepute.  
• The Bible study/discussion can close with a hymn. 
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Bible Study Sermon  

Lydia, the first 
Christian in Europe 

 
Acts 16:14-15 

 
22/23 June 2016 
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Lydia, the first Christian in Europe 
 

Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She 
was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who 

worshipped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed 
the things spoken by Paul. And when she and her 

household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 

to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us. 
Acts 16: 14–15 
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Lydia, the first Christian in Europe 

• Paul was on his second missionary journey. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our Bible text relates the start of the spread of the gospel into Europe. Apostle Paul was on his second missionary journey, during which he planned to visit the congregations established so far and establish some new ones as well. However, the Holy Spirit did not permit this (verse 7). Paul and his companions managed to get as far as Troas, which is today in western Turkey. There Paul had a vision: “A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’” Paul followed this call and travelled to Macedonia without delay (Acts 16: 9–10). From today’s perspective we see this as the first time that the gospel was preached in Europe.
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The conversion of Lydia 
• Paul arrived in Philippi. On the Sabbath he 

found some women who had gathered outside 
the city. 

• A God-fearing woman opened her heart to the 
preaching of Paul. Her name was Lydia. She 
was the first Christian in Europe. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The conversion of Lydia Later on, Paul continued his travels to Philippi, a significant Roman colony in Greece. On the Sabbath he found himself looking for a place to pray, and in so doing happened on some women who had gathered outside the city.A God-fearing woman opened her heart to the preaching of Paul. Her name was Lydia. She was a seller of purple, paid heed to that which Apostle Paul told her, and was baptized along with her household. According to the testimony of the Bible, she was thus the first Christian in what is today Europe.



Bible Study    |  12/07/2016  |  Page 6 

Hearing – accepting 
• Hearing means more than merely listening. It 

means accepting the messengers of God. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hearing – acceptingIn this context, hearing means more than merely listening. It means accepting the messengers of God and the word they preach.
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Faith, a gift of God 

• “The Lord opened her heart to heed the things 
spoken by Paul” 

• God not only appeals to human understanding 
and reason, but also opens the heart 

• He allows Himself to be found through the 
word of preaching 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Faith, a gift of GodThe account of Lydia makes it clear that faith is a gift that comes from God: “The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul” (verse 14). God is the one who paves the way for mankind to attain salvation. In so doing, He not only appeals to human understanding and reason, but also opens the heart. He allowsHimself to be found through the word of preaching. It was in this way that Lydia recognized God and allowed herself to be baptized. The longing to learn more about God and cultivate fellowship with His messengers was awakened within her. It was for this reason that she compelled Paul and his companions to beguests in her house.
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Being a missionary today 
• Let us always heed the word of God that is 

spoken to us in every divine service 

• We too must approach others and talk to 
them about the gospel in order that God can 
open their hearts 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being a missionary todayFirst of all, let us always heed the word of God that is spoken to us in every divine service. Through it, God strengthens our faith and the longing to cultivate fellowship with His messengers and our fellow brothers and sisters. Like Paul, we too must approach others and talk to them about the gospel in order that God can open their hearts. Let us therefore invite our fellow human beings into the house of God and thereby allow them to come under the preaching of His word. In this way God can still grant faith to others even today!
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Summary 
The account of Lydia, the first Christian in Europe, makes the following 
clear.  
 
• She accepted messengers of God and the word of God preached by 

them. 
• God granted her the gift of faith and allowed her to find Him 

through His word. 
• The word of God strengthens faith and awakens a longing for 

fellowship. 
Let us 
• allow our faith to be strengthened by the word of God. 
• approach our fellow human beings and talk to them about the 

gospel, so that God can open their hearts too. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SummaryThe account of Lydia, the first Christian in Europe, makes the following clear.■ She accepted the messengers of God and the word of God preached by them.■ Thereupon God granted her the gift of faith and allowed her to find Him through His word.■ The word of God strengthens faith and awakens a longing for fellowship with the messengers of God and our fellow brothers and sisters.Let us■ allow our faith to be strengthened by the word of God. ■ approach our fellow human beings and talk to them about the gospel, so that God can open their hearts too.
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Message 

Let us allow our faith to be 

strengthened by word and grace and 
talk about the gospel with our fellow 

human beings.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MessageLet us allow our faith to be strengthened by word and grace and talk about the gospel with our fellow human beings.Note to officiant:This slide must be displayed until the end of the service, when the final hymn is sung. 
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Bible Study 

Bible Reading/Topics of Discussion: 
Acts 16:6-15 

Faith 
Faith and the Sermon 
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Bible Study 

Ancient  
Philippi 
 
Read Acts  
16:6-15 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes to presenter:Duration: approx. 10 minutesSelect anyone from the congregation to read this passage. Other members can read silently with. The idea is that all members read their bibles. Discuss this bible passage. Bring attention to Lydia’s acceptance of Paul’s message, and how God opened her heart. As a seller of purple (-cloth), she was obviously a lady of some means. 
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Faith 
• What is faith? 

Read Hebrews 11:1, 6 (see also CNAC 1.4) 
Discuss … 

• Faith is a well-founded conviction, something 
held to be true (e.g. God is triune; God will keep 
His promises). 

• Faith is expressed when we bind ourselves to the 
triune God (the foundation and content of our 
faith). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes to presenter:Duration: approx. 10 minutesAllow members to read the Bible and Catechism.After discussion, show the blue sentences and explain this is the church’s official teaching.In Hebrews 11:1, 6, faith does not refer to a belief that God or a God exists, but to faith in the God (who exists as a matter of fact) who made promises  to His people, here especially to the people of the Old Testament, and the assurance that He will keep those promises. It is as if those promises (of future things, those things not seen = God’s salvation in Christ) are already present. The author admonishes the congregation they must emulate this kind of faith. 
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Faith and the Sermon 
• “God allows Himself to be found through the 

word of preaching …” 
Read Romans 10:14-17; John 17:18-10 (see also 
CNAC 1.4.4) 
Discuss … 

• Faith is a gift from God and facilitated by 
accepting the preaching of the Apostles. 

• Through preaching, God speaks to our 
understanding and reason, but more so, He 
opens our hearts. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes to presenter:Duration: approx. 10 minutesAllow members to read the Bible and Catechism.After discussion, show the blue sentences and explain this is the church’s official teaching.
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THANK-YOU! 
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